Lesson - 7 Part-1 Mohan and Usha

In this lesson, the student is introduced to the
concept of past tense. The lesson is presented
through astory. The thoughts mentioned herein
are those of "Sanathana Dharma" as found in the
ancient texts from India and relate to the creation
of the universe.

It islate in the evening, around 8.00PM. Usha
and her younger brother Mohan have finished
dinner and are watching TV. They get bored with
what they see.

Aled - WPl , 3@ &9 3¢ 1239 ?
I G TSR M dd 9 |
Sister, Oh! How can we watch this?
Always songs and dances from movies.

I - oA, AR & FE: 2 A geE: |
q: A FEY FAT aed |
Y es, what shall we do then ?

(let us) ask Grandfather. He will tell
usastory.

HEd - 9%
Good

Oigd , S - dd aid | &4 a9d  FAl 92 |
Grandfather, tell usastory, tell usastory.

fUame: - & Fai 9 T ?
WGl a1, GFaeS a1, Sd oWl a1 ?

What story do you wish to hear,
about God, Panchatantra or something else?

IV - VM 9 IEEdES |, B I WEE
JEIUE S 3d | df FAl FA9d |



Once you mentioned how the Lord created the
universe. Tell that story.

E: - oFd 3%d , TRl U | U ..o,
Well, well, Listen attentively. Long time ago.....

A, - GEeETd:  WiE ?
A thousand years ago ?

UaWE: -9 390 GEeEd: I% |
fheg HIEHIE T oY TE |
FSET T IR G FgH |
Not merely athousand years ago, but crores

of yearsago. Another day | will tell you how
to reckon Time.

Lesson-7 Part 2. Avyaktam

UdmE: - 639 TGl 3gF ST, |
In the beginning, only "Sat", the Supreme Being
was there.
OEd - did did , 9d_ 3 Risd: ?
Grandpa, What is the meaning of
Supreme Being (here)?

fawE: - 9 3fd F9< Jaed @ i, |
dgl o , BS: g a1 HAY F ST, |
Sat, only pure conciousness, was present.

At that time, there was no space, time
or matter.

dgl FSE TN A, |

aq G GHY: A ad] aeaaeaEd 30
WG | I g TaERT 3T |

At that time, there was not even the perception
of time. When it was time for creation, the

desire arose in the Supreme Being.
| shall start creation.

UaHE: - dd: dd_ oTed® Iad. |



Then the Supreme (being) transformed itself
into the "Avyakta' form.

I - F® I [ ?
What is Avyaktam ?

o

UaE: - 6Tk 3d Id. 38 dd_ 3 Eqeadn
 fold T ad_ |

That cannot be clearly ascertained is called
Avyakta.

Iq gved: 28 g dd oFw |

That which can be perceived by the sensesis
called Vyaktam.

IoUHET dd_ EaeY 3gd: 9 g TaEd. |
qEAT_ oT6Th Iid M |

That form of the Supreme Being cannot be

perceived by any of the senses. So it is called
Avyaktam.

Lesson-7 Part-3 Creation

e - aid did , RGN 9 SfT=siy |
Grandfather, | don’t understand anything !
Ya™E: - [d8 8 , S F9] |
Wait Wait, hear patiently.
qOE ST |

Y ou will understand well (it will be clear)

[aE: - dd: W I @d: 3edh
ey VegEE I7E AEd InTEd. |

Then, the form prone to differentiation
began to manifest. Then the Avyakta
form of the Lord changed to the form
of Mahat.

I - HEd I R 2
What is Mahat ?

UaHE: - Hed 3d A AP a&g |



Trd HHSATCHA:

TR g8: Jaeaeyd Tad, 2fd &ad. |
Mahat is not any matter (which you see).
Mahat is the state of the Supreme

being before the creation of the Universe,

(referred to as the whole - yet to take
different forms).

dd: W dd_HeEd_ STEgN: 3Wed |
Then the Mahat form became the Supreme Ego.
HFEGR: AT ST, |
The Ahankara divided into three.
d Gl R RN |
They are Satvik Rgjasik and Tamasik
Ahankaras.

Ard, - ad: g 2
Thamasa means ?

Hame: - ad: 3d FaHER: |
Thamasis Darkness.
S AR d TRRET AEId |
Here, Darknessis not like the absence of Light.
W |, Sa-ad YE: SRR 99 FI9ard |
But it shows the near absence of Conciousness.

Lesson-7 Part 4 The five e ements

YaE: - AFHEENId, S-MIeE T
I |

From the Tamasa Ahankara emerged the five
prime elements by becoming gross (visibly big)

T - H N A 2
What are these elements ?
Uawe: - ST | ag: |, ool |, Ia%, O gRET |
Ether (Space) , Air, Fire, Water and the Earth.
JUTT SRR SEad, |
a¥q Asq: T IYIA: |
First emerged the element called Akasa or Ether.



Its quality is Sound.

dCHI]_ ATRRMG 919 AL |

From Ether(space) emerged Vayu or motion.
N S\ . o

o M g 0N | Feq: U9 T9Rl: 9 |

Vayu possesses two qualities. Sound and touch

(feeling)

Il O IPTEd, | ATl AT IOT: |

TS TR &Y T |

From Vayu came Tegjas. It has three qualities,

Sound, touch and Form.

dEATd_ 3T [T |

Iqhtd Fcdl: IOM: |

From it came Water. Water has four qualities.
FEAETRETET: | dd: JEl nfad. |

Sound, touch, form and taste are they.
Finally came the Earth.

e 9 IO SR Iz Fed):

O OF T AW T

It has five qualities. In addition to the above
four, the quality of smell.

Lesson 7, part-5
O, - Qe i &I ?

M ad oz ?

What are these elements ? Those which we see ?
fYamE: -4, T e |

No, these are subtle elements.

FGT TAle GErdld WER el e,

de1 RN TS IRUT Wefed dTie

X A~ o |

When these subtle elements combine with each
other, they become perceivable by us: the worldly
elements.

Td YRNUT SFHTH 229HH 22 SWid. enfad, |
In this manner the visible universe was formed.




Uame: - o™ Pl HeEE: |
Today we shall conclude with this.

O, - 3B GE9Eld 6 %9 gd: | =g
H: O SaAgIEd: IE. ?
Are you going to stop here ? How were the

Sun, Moon, Earth and the Devas, Humans
were created ?

I - AF, AGTPIGH g F IR 2
No No, How did the creation of humans and
animals take place ?

UaWE: - 3E oI [dor: Sad. |
gai eI T |
IR IR 3 |@d aa| |
It is quite late now. Y ou two go to sleep.
Another day | will tell you everything.

Lesson-7 Grammar: Part-1
This lesson has introduced many new concepts to
the student. Among these, the concept of sandhi

@ will be taken up for discussion now.
(Since this concept is very important, a separate
lesson is planned to provide additional details.
The presentation here will suffice to give the

student an idea of the formation of &fed: )

It isacommon practice in Sanskrit to present
combinations of words as a single word. What this
means is that in a sentence two or more words may
be written together as a single combination replacing
the original individual words. So what may be seen
asasingle word in a sentence could well be the
combination of of more than one word which could
well have been used independently in the sentence.

When words are combined, Vowels may combine
leading to Vowel combinations called & gled:

or consonants may combine leading to < qieH:,
Let us now look at some of the words used in the
|esson.



The word FQTUIHT'EI IS obtained as a combination
of TUI and 3T
Thus RO + AW = TIOEN
Other examples are:

d + 9. = A9
The word ITSTH[H_ means elephant faced and is
actually a combination of
TS+ A = TN
So one can see that aword ending with vowel 31 or 3T
and aword beginning with vowel 31 or 3T resultsin 3T
as the combination.

Thisistrue aso when the both the combining vowels
are3 . Look at an example:

BH + e = RAESH. or snow clad mountain.
The student may well ask at this point, how does

one find out if agiven word is actually a combination
of other words. That is, are these rules to separate out
agiven word into more words? The answer is that

one must have knowledge of the words forming the
sandhis, which comes only after periods of training

in the language. We shall therefore give only the rules
for combining words.

Combining consonants.
The word =94 is obtained by combining

ad_and 9=, Thisis an example of hal sandhi or
consonant combinations.

Here are afew more examples.

aa\ + '\larat_{ = ar‘c arat_-"

Y + oWad, = IMREd,

®FH o+ AW = FEW

The consonant sandhi are quite complicated and
we will not be able to deal with them in any detail
except to indicate some and show the manner in
which the sandhi isformed.

IESHS isthe combination of 2TEE. and .
In this case, when the consonants combine they
merely form a conjunct.



led + & = =%
likewise  WIERMU] (s ¥WIEd + JUI

qiedeag is HAd + dg
Let uslook at EFHT ST
Thisisacombination of 320 + W+ T
Note that the text combine 31 where as we have split
it as W, The rule for sandhi in this case says that when
the swaraT isfollowed by the long vowel =TT, the T
becomes 3TH_and I_becomes silent.
Thus 381 becomes 3/, Here 31 means first.

QH + W follows the same principle as mentioned
earlier and would become?@m\:l if not followed
by any word beginning with 1. ex. 389l ¥

When however the same T if followed by the short

vowel 31 | the 3 will become silent in the combined
word.

Ex: $EAY + 309 -> SEAUSHA,

Note that between 31 and ¥ aspecial symbol has
been written.

This symbol known asthe 31998 : (avagraha)
denotes that in the combination the swara 31

has been rendered silent but will appear when the
words are split and pronounced separately.

We have now seen afew examples of combinations
involving @ astheinitial or first vowel. If the second
word begins with a swara (vowel) different from =1 ,

theQ in the first word becomes 31 and the swarain
the second word isretained asit is.

When the swara in the second word is 37 it isrendered

silent but shown through the S avagraha symbol which
looks similar to the english letter s.

The student may keep in mind the fact that sandhis
involving @ asthe ending vowel in the first word



will in general changeto 31 .

More examples of sandhi.

T is Id + A

ACATT, isSd  + ATH,

IAE is A+ T

The coombinations of § and 31 resultsin 4.
Consider anew case.

El?[S%‘f: G + &T%f:

In this particular instance, the sandhi between #:

and ¥: takes the form Fs¥:. Thisis quite a
common case of sandhi involving the visarg.

Whenever a combination of a consonant with
Visarg occurs before a short 21, it will take the
form M. As explained earlier, the avagraha denotes
the silent 1 and when the combined word is

split the =T will come back to the second word.

At this point, the student will do well to remember
the different types of sandhis by memory, even
though there are rules expounded in the Vyakarana
of Panini asto how such sounds are derived. Itis
beyond the scope of this short course to go into

the finer details of the sandhis at this point. There
will be a separate |esson devoted to this topic.

Examples of combinations involving a change
of consonants.

o i+ o
e -
dad qq + @
aqry ad +

)

One may take it in general that the consonant d
ending aword followed by any vowel(short or long)
in the next word will transform into a <.

[T ﬁ%\ + %I isasingle consonant sandhi.
EEE] I +



The general ruleisto change @ or"\l ending a
second word to €@ , when the first word endsin
A or

N

HH + U4
dal +
qHe o+ U
General caution on sandhis.
Please note that splitting a word cannot be done
arbitrarily. It would require alot of reading and

practice and sizeable vocabulary on the part of
the student.

N\

For reference and aso to present the intricacies
of sandhis has been derived from the information
provided in the Sanskrit Reader prepared by the
Samskrit Education Society.

For this reason the student should not attempt to
split any word into constituent words, until his’her
understanding of the language is good and he/sheis
familiar with many roots from which words are
derived.

Lesson-7 Grammar: Part-2
1.Word repetitions:

g {8 , o%q °®q etc,

These repetitive words are frequent in Sanskrit
and other Indian languages as well. One finds
them used in conversations. There are generally
no rules about which words can repeat. Typically
when a person answers a question with asingle
word or commands one with a single word, such
repetitions are heard. It is common practice for
many Indians to retain thisin their converstions
in Englishtoo ! Y ou might find someone saying
wait wait, no no, good good etc. Amusing isit not ?
yesyes!

T8 means wait and S7d means alright or yes.

2.Negation of nouns.
It isto Sanskrit that most ancient languages have



their tradition of negating a noun by the additions
of ashort vowel 31 asaprefix.

ex: og<h¥_- clear, manifested, perceivable clearly
by the senses.

When 31 is added as a prefix the word becomes
SPPYwH_, - unclear

Other examples are:

Hcqq. - Truth MHcyHq. - Falsehood
AW - death SHWMY, - immortality

Now, when the noun begins with a Swara

(i.,evowel) the 31 prefix becomes 31d_.
These are some examples:

Sfed¥H_ - end, 3f-dHq_ - endless
ETte - Truth FJaH_ - fase

(note & isaswara)

SEUEE - heat IIWUH, - lack of heat

The reader’ s attention is drawn to the presence
of similar usage in the Romantic languages
and English aswell.

Theist atheist
ghostic agnostic
aerobic anaerobic
official unofficial
ending unending
A Word of Caution

The student is advised that he\she should remember
that the meaning of aword is negated with the

prefix 31 only when the word is anoun or adjective.
Any word beginning with 31 is not a negation of the

word without the 31. When 31 precedes averb, the
meaning may be different. The student isinformed
that most verbsin their ssmple past tense take the

prefix 31 . Thiswill be explained later in the course
of the lesson. We did see however in lesson 2 that

the prefix 3T (long vowel) will give the opposite



meaning of the verb asin the example:

goes comes
Tt A

takes along comes back with

For the beginner who is eager to speak Sanskrit as
quickly as possible, some of these discussions

may seem unimportant. Y et these points are given
primarily to reinforce the idea that many wordsin
Sanskrit are built from related words and in all cases
from fundamental roots.

Lesson-7 Grammar: Part-3

In this lesson, afew examples of what are known

aSHHMET: have been used. A GHTE: isbasicaly
a combination of two nouns, adjectives or nominal

stems. A detailed explanation of @HMET: is beyond
the scope of this on-line series of lessons. The
student is however introduced to the concept through
examples used in the lesson.

The word HEQEFI&®TH_ is a combination of two

nouns H&d_and ¥&E&9H_ . The components of the word
are in neuter and are in the nominative case.

Thisis an example of &gqHN: .

Consider the somewhat long word:
ATlcT RS RATHRES N

Thisisacombination of
Afca®d  EFN:  Teleh STRIR:
and dHEE SR/
When joined together, the three attributes of the

same houn TEgN: , which means self or ego, will
naturally become plural. so the ending becomes

T
Also note the @4 in the final part of the word



dHMHESN: . The word AW and STETNI:
combine into AHMIHESN:.

L et us see another example:

-

EATERE:  is 49 + U + STed:
This word means the Gods, the humans and

others. In the English language, one would probably
write this as gods, humans, etc.

Consider the word:

e ETRIETNET: Thiswill be identified as
eq: + Fqﬁ: + &Y: + {H:

Thisis another example of asamasa similar to

HEqEI&9H_explained earlier. Here four nouns
have been combined into a single word. However
note the difference in this example. The final

component noun ¥&: isending asT&@T: in plural.
Thisisthe indication that all the four nouns are
taken together.

In the previous example of AEJEI&YH, the
component H&d_was actually an adjective of the

noun ¥E&Y9H_ and so together they formed a
Nominative singular. In the present case however,
Teq:, TIRM:, &9: and W are distinct and
independent from each other. Collectively they
form oneword in plural.

Use of respectable form Ha=d: (WdT)

The student will note that the children when
addressing their grandfather, use the respectable
form of addressing a person. Thisis not really very
common. However most children in Indiawere
taught to use the respectable form with all elders.

So instead of saying <&, the child addresses the
grandfather as {41 .

Difference between ScaGIM and ScdTia:

Both words are used to signify the meaning of
etcetera (and so on, & others). However, unlikein



English the singular and plural are differentiated.
For instance, if one were using a string of singular
words such as

3d:, TST: ... then AT would be used to
signify etcetera. When used in the context of astring

of wordsin plural form like HST , gﬁ'im'ﬁT ......
then Scameti«l would be the correct usage.
gcdiqd: isthe adjective form.

Lesson-7 Grammar Part-4
Deriving nouns and adjectives from other nouns :

In Sanskrit, one can derive nouns and adjectives
from other nouns by dlightly transforming them.

Let uslook at
TH: Q@RI 9= |

Rama (is) Dasaratha’ s son.
We can say thisas:

TH: RE:
where SR denotes Dasaratha' s son.

Likewise
FEHUT: GEAE: T would become
SEH: TN

The student will observe that such derivations
generaly apply to the genitive case where a noun
Is derived to indicate something relating to or
derived from it.

In the Upanishads, one finds the name TRl (gargi).
This s derived from TWTEd.
TR T IMRT | Similarly in Kenopanishad one
seesBHad! which is derived from

fraa: i gwa
In our lesson, the terms Allcash: is derived from

the ®@cd which denotes a gentle or good quality.
An ahankara which partakes of the satvagunais



HTfcahlegg™: (note the sandhi).
Similarly words are derived from the qualities

G and dHY_ respectively.

Let uslook at some other interesting derivations.
RIA: means dog and T=¥H_means tail. Thus
RAA:Y=3H_meansdog’ stail. If aword is derived from

ZA:9=3H_then it would beil‘\lﬁzgw_zﬁq\_

Consider another example. The idea of a gedanken
experiment is from Einstein. It is a thought
experiment performed by the mind. Let us see
how we will derive the word for it in Sanskrit.

In Sanskrit, mind is ®AH, Any activity relating to

the mind may be termed ATHH_ and the gedanken
experiment may therefore be termed as

HEE 99 . 990 means an activity to achieve
something, typically areligious activity aimed
at the well being of the society.

Another example is AR, an activity ordained

by the Vedas. 2 means the vedas and Siid means
from the, of the, by the Vedas.

Lesson 7 Principles of Sandhi

This section deals with the basic rules of Sandhi.
When two words in Sanskrit are combined to form
one word, the rules specify the transformations that
must be applied depending on the vowel in the last
letter of the first word and the vowel in the first
letter of the second word.

Another section in this lesson deals with many
examples taken from the lesson itself. Given below
are the most important rules to be followed.

1, ERE:

Specifies the rules for combining short and long
vowels,



S+ A=31, A+AM=3T, +A=3, 3N+ A=3T
3+§=§,3+§=§,§+§=§,§+§=§

I+3=F, I+F=F, F+3I=F, F+HF=F
R+F="R

2. I

Rules to be applied when 1 /31T combine with
2,3,%F and =

HA+F=T , ;M+F=T , I;M+E=T , A+3=T

A+I=S0 , SM+I=3N , A+F=3 , F+F=3A

H+F=S , M+H=I , A+T=IF

3. gredfe:

Rules to be applied when 1 /31T combine with
N 2\

T U 3 and Al

A+T=U  Aq+T=T
A+AM=3 , AM=aW==T , M+ =a

4.909Fg:  Sandhi that resultsin g

T+A=T , T+;=TT , §+3=7 , T+F=7

3 U Y
T+E=F , T+T=T , T+U=Y , T+3M=A
$4+=T , 34U= , I4+3M=T , I+F=1
€+§E=5ﬁ , 3+'{=a’ , I+ A=Al , R=3=X
T+ A=T , H+U=Y

5. IFAEE Gled:
Specifies the rules for combining T ,\Q , N , S
with an 3T _.

T+ ST = 39
T+ oo = I
A o+ A’ = A
A+ I = A

We will include detailed discussions on Sandhi Rules



in a separate lesson. For the present, The above may
just be noted by the student.

Lesson 7 Past Tense

In this lesson we have introduced sentences. Some
sentences use verbs in the Past Tense. Past tense
refers to an action that has already taken place. In
the previous lessons we saw how some verbs
conjugate in the present tense through the addition
of appropriate suffixes to the root form of the verb.
In deriving the form of the Past tense of averb, a
similar procedure may be adopted, though the
derivation will involve both a prefix and a suufix
to the root form.

Let uslook at the conjugations of 9%
1.Present Tense

Singular Dual Plural
[l person 9 qéd: qafed
Il person Byl LR qoY
| person ST ECICE TSI
2.Past Tense

Singular Dual Plural
3rd person ST, &l CELTY
2nd person 39s: IS q&d
1st person 9 SRIC| IS

Let usrecall the suffixes added in the case of the
Present Tense.

Singular Dual Plural
3rdperson - i S 7 e
2nd person - s} K, P o
1st person - ™ B q:
Past Tense Singular Dual Plural
3rd person H----q_ -l -

2nd person H---- A---d A----d



1st person H----H_ AH--- ---H

The rule given above applies to many verbs used in normal
conversations.

Lesson 7 Exercise -1

Here are some questions from the lesson.
Answers are mostly found in the lesson itself.
So read the lesson again.

1. 99 3T HIsT: ?
2. I6TH T HIST: ?

3.7gd 3 & 2
4. 99 T(A USET TR INTE: 3
el 4t ?

5. FH AT TN ?
6. STHRET F: IOT: ?

Lesson 7 Exercise -2

In this lesson, we have introduced the compound
words formed through sandhis. It is useful for the
student to remember the simple rules to be applied
depending on the vowels and consonants at the end
and the beginning of the combining words. In the
sentences below the words to be combined are
indicated the underscore symbol. Try and form
compund words froms from the given words.

At the same time see if you can understand the
sentence as well.

1L9aq: 93 o e 9 9d oTg:
MSra@e g&ds |
2.8g U9 |F 3¢ IR I



Lesson-7 Exercise -3

1. Try and read the following sentences. They
contain some verbsin the past tense. Y ou
should be able to trandate the sentences as well.

a Ul foge SRS 32 Yaeue M. |

b. SfeFl UF (5] T <36T Nl edr. |

C. @G, a9 , | df &t T, SF
Idd G4 SRSl TE |

The sentences have used the past tense of the verb

AR in singular, dual aswell as plural.

2. Fill up the blanks in the following sentences with
the appropriate form of the verb, asin the sentences
above:

|
|
%

ARG —mmme \
7. FSEE: Hd ---mmv |
. W: 91%@4‘[3;: ______ |
9. IR TSI = AR
PGt ) — |

o



10. IISHI: oAE: T FEETEMEN: - |

[1. Change the following sentence into first person
and past tense.

Ex: @: T RN FR A, |

IE IAHE RIRRT W . |
1. Gl TIdle Rfcas R THEid. |

= =~

2. 91 a9 FR A |
3. foo : & TSy i, |
4, TV W: TS g8 ITaa, ST, |
5. 7 IAHHR HEhd qioaar, Eid. |

Lesson 7 Exercise -4

Change the following 3rd person singular sentences
in the past tense into 3rd person plural aswell as
second person singular.

ex: H: HE&hd IS |
T GERd e |
o HERd  AUS: |

1.9 FESH T3 |

TS - went
2. q%h: hd PG |
EEd._ - ate
3.9: 913 A |
I - led
4. F: TR a6, |
3EHd_ - lived
5. qNG: SIS AU, |
Y. - drank
2. Choose the appropriate word from those given in

parantheses to fill up the blanks. (you will also have
to use the appropriate conjugation).



(WIS, TTdd, T9zad. )

[a\aN

(SThied, AioEd, E=ad. )
gREZT - to the poor

Lesson 7 Exercise 5

Fill up the blanks in the following sentences.
(Choose the appropriate word from the following)

3®, o, 99, <@, gal, gd
1T GER AT, |
2 -mmnmm TR FT=oH



Il
Seeif you can write Ten simple sentences about

your childhood. Thelist of verbs given in section
will be more than adequate for you to form the
required sentences.



